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(The latter acted as intermediaries between the pro-
prietors and the peasants for the purchase of land.)
I have already mentioned that the intention of Alexander
II. was to have the Zemstvos form the embryo of a
veritable national representation ; the future Russian
parliament was to be composed of delegates from those
assemblies, which became in consequence the school
of Russian parliamentarism.
After the assassination of Emperor Alexander IL,
when the era of liberal reforms came to an end and his
successor inaugurated a reactionary regime, with a
bureaucratic centralization a entrance^ the Zemstvos
became more and more of a refuge for the liberal elements
of the country; some of these, as, for example, the
Zemstvo of the province of Tver, grew to be very
conspicuous in that direction and were persecuted by
the Government on that account. Finally Moscow, the
ancient capital of the Czars, celebrated for its patriotism
and its ultra-national spirit, and always regarded in
official circles as the citadel of loyalty to autocracy,
became in reality the stronghold of the propaganda in
favour of constitutional reform.
At the beginning of the reign of Nicholas II. the
provincial nobility were still prominent in the Zemstvos,
and placed themselves at the head of the moderate
liberal movement in the hope of persuading the young
Emperor to return to the ideas of his grandfather.
IE response to an address presented by the Zemstvo of
Tver, petitioning in the most loyal terms the privilege
of national representation, Emperor Nicholas, acting
on the advice of M. Pobiedonostzeff, treated their
aspirations as " insensate dreams." This reply marks
the origin of the profound dissension between the
Emperor and his people, which grew stronger from day